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Uttoxeter Girls* High School, 

December , 192 /. 


My Dear Girls, 

As I begin to write this for the second number of the Chronicle, there comes into 
my mind these words from Robert Louis Stevenson’s “ Christmas Sermon,” and I pass 
them on to yon, in case you do not know them : “ To look back upon the past year and 

see how little we have striven and to what small purpose, and how often we have been 
cowardly and hung back .... in these discoveries a certain consolation resides. Life is 
not designed to minister to a man’s vanity .... Here lies one who meant well , tried a 
little, failed much— surely that may be his epitaph of which he need not be ashamed.” 

And although, whether as a School or as individuals, we find it difficult to point 
to any showy achievement as the result of the past year, I think that the real success has 
been the strong current under the surface of faithful trying. And that is the thought 
which we all need to make our own—that it is this trying which matters. 

During this last term we have suffered a sad loss in the sudden death of one of our 
most promising and happiest members—Dorothy Coxon. I know that you will ail like me 
to place on record here our affection for her, and our sympathy with her parents in their 
bereavement. 

Next year I hope to be able to report that we are really settled in our new home at 
“The Hall.” It will be a joyous day when we are able to move in, and so to speak, 
stretch ourselves, for the resources of our present premises are this year strained to the 
utmost. Till then we have to remember Sir Graham Balfour’s encouraging words at our 
first Prize Giving, that it is not brick walls but people who make the School, and that the 
essence of our corporate life is co-operation and mutual loyalty.. Old Girls, too, will 
remember that in the wider sense they remain members of the School, although they have 
left. 

With every good wish for 1922, to you all, 

I remain, 

Yours affectionately, 

II. M. Budgen. 
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SCHOOL NOTES. 

March 19th. A Book Tea was given by forms V.a and V.b, to which they 
invited Miss Budgen—each person present representing some book. After tea competitions 
were held (such as tasting and smelling competitions) and prizes were given. 

April 11th. A Musical Evening, arranged by Miss Snow and Miss Aulton, was 
much appreciated by the Staff and the Upper School. The programme consisted of 
recitations, songs, pianoforte solos, etc., given by the girls. Miss Snow gave pianoforte 
solos and duets, assisted by Miss Aulton ; Miss Ridley sang and also played the violin ; and 
the School Orchestra played 44 Ruben stein’s Melody in F ” and 44 Ballet Piquant.” 

April 12th. End of Term Recitation. The School decided, by voting, that 
Form III. a gave the best performance. 

May 20th was the date arranged for the School Sports, but unfortunately they 
were unable to be held as no suitable field was available. 

May 24th —Empire Day. Miss Budgen spoke to the girls about the meaning 
of Empire and true patriotism. The National Anthem and Kipling’s Recessional were 
sung at Prayers. 

June 8th. A French competition was held throughout the school. The senior 
prize was awarded to Kathleen Forrester. 

June 9th. A General Knowledge Competition took place. The paper was set 
by the Old Girls, and the prize given by them was won by H. Tatlow. Some of the papers 
revealed some very interesting and quite new information, including the following : General 
Booth was a brave soldier who fought in the Boer War ; Tilden is a town in England ; the 
Poet Laureate is Charles Garvice; the letters L.R.A.M. stand for London Royal Army 
Missionary ; The Land of the Rising Sun, The Herring Pond, Kiddlestitch, and The Golden 
Horn are books that were written many years ago ; The Herring Pond iB Norfolk, so called 
because in its many lakes many herrings are found ; Maggie Tulliver is a well-known 
actress; cyclostyle is a box-shaped article with machinery"inside, which is placed at the 
rear of cycles (some) to make them go quicker and to make them sound like motor cycles ; 
Dr. Johnson’s connection with Uttoxeter is that he comes once in ten years, and if yon go 
to him he will tell you everything about you and will cure you whatever the case may be ; 
macaroni is bamboo sticks ; 44 wait and see ” is a very common and ordinary expression of 
saying I sharnent tell you. 

June 11th. A school party visited a Missionary Exhibition of Africa and the 
Far East, which was held at Ashbourne. 

June 13th. A Music competition was held and prizes were gained by Daisy 
Stevenson (senior) and Emily Archer (junior). The same day an examination waBheld on 
44 Henry V.” for which the prize, given by Miss Beck, was awarded to B. Prince. 

June 29th. The School Birthday was this year celebrated by a party to Bagots 
Park. The girls drove or cycled to the park, where Miss Budgen kindly provided tea. 
The time was pleasantly passed in playing games or exploring the beauties of the park. 
This year the amount collected for the School Birthday Gift was £9 16s. 10d., and the 
School thanks all past and present girls for this generous «_rift. £7 of this has been spent 
on School crockery which is stamped with the School Badge and Motto, and the rest of the 
gift has been handed to the Fiction Library. 
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The School has received several other gifts this year, for each of which we now 
wish to express our thanks. Mrs. W. Forsbaw has presented the School with a Hockey 
Cup, and Miss Ridley has presented a Drill Cup. Mrs. Cross has given a portrait of the 
Prince of Wales, and this is now hanging in the Lower School. Mr. H. Carson printed a 
scroll to be used in the “ Merchant of Venice ” and gave it to the School Acting Cupboard. 
Miss Hankinson has given books and pictures, and she and others have presented gifts to 
the Natural History Museum which we are forming. 

•July 20th. At the suggestion of Hope Tatlow who offered prizes, a Flower Show 
was held. The flowers shown had to be cultivated by the girls themselves, and, in spite of 
the summer drought, the competitors had been very successful in their endeavours. The 
prizes were presented by Mrs. Bunting to :— 

(a) In Class I. (over 14 years) : Constance Watson. 

(£) In Class II. (11—14 years) : Violet Shaw. 

00 In Class Ill. (under 11 years) : Margaret DeVille. 

October 6th. The girls of the upper forms attended a lecture in theTowu Hall. 
The lecture was given by Miss Sorabji, an Indian Lady, representing the Zenana 
Missionary Society, and her subject was, * 4 The life of the women of India.” 

October 14th. A School party went to the 44 Wayfarers’ Concert ” which was 
arranged in the Town Hall by the Women’s Institute. 

November 1st. The Sale of Work was held in the Town Hall in aid of the 
Church Missionary Society. The School provided a stall, the proceeds of which, together 
with those of the competitions, realised the sum of £31 8s. 4d. The School thankR 
everyone who in any way contributed to the success of the stall. 

November 22nd. A school party selected from the upper forms visited Denstone 
College to see “ Julius Caesar.” Those girls who were fortunate enough to be there will 
not soon forget the excellent manner in which the acting was performed. 

December 14th. A short lecture on Church History was given by the Rev. 
L. Knights Smith to some of the School and Staff. 

December 19th. The Christmas Parties in the Lower and Upper School, which 
are likely to become anuual events, were postponed until January, owing to the prevalence 
of Influenza. 

Holiday Competitions. —During the summer holidays competitions were held— 
one in Botany and one in English. Florence Greeves won the Senior prize and Ruth 
Edwards the Junior prize for pressed flowers. Phyllis Martin won the prize for the best 
paper on “Oliver Twist,” and Joan Babb for that on “Water Babies.” Miss Powell 
offered a prize for the best paper on “ Old Mortality,” which was won by Daisy Stevenson, 
and passed on to Hilda Stonehouse. 

Head Girls.—H ope Tatlow is the Head Girl of the School, and the Heads of the 
forms are : — 

V. a. Hilda Wainwright. V. b. Marjorie Hidderley. 

IV. a. Winifred Stevensou. IV, b. Maude Stevenson 

III. a. Emily Archer. 
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Good Position Badges have this year been awarded to : 

D. Bloore. K. Forrester. H. Green. N. Lee. 

C. Watson. P. Martin. E. Sampson. K. Archer. 

The General Bearing Prize was won in the Spring Term by Form Y.a ; in the 
Summer Term by Form VI.; and in the Autumn Term by Form III. A. 

During the Autumn Term the Prefects have been: Hope Tatlow, F. Greeves, 
D. Stevenson, K. Orme, H. Waimvright, M. Hidderley. To take the places of those who 
are leaving, C. Watson, D. Reid, and M. Prince have been appointed. 


Pupils who have been admitted to the School since December, 1920, are 


R. Brittlebank 

N. Lee 

E. Gallimore 

A. Gallimore 

J. Read 

J. Tipper 

M. A. Prince 

B. Brisbourne 

P. Meyer 

P. Martin 

E. Martin 

L. Watson 

M. Brown 

H. Goodall 

B. Ordidge 

S. Harper 

P, Watkins 

N. Taylor 

M. Hall 

V. Wibberley 

P. Buckley 

M. Carson 

W. Brown 

E. Bloore 

J. Carter 

B. Hadfield 

B. Watson 

M. Hodkinson 

H. Huxley 

.A. Shaw 

D. Bagshaw 


Pupils who have left since December, 

1920, are : 


S. Bagshaw 

V. Roe 

R. Bailey 

i F. Tideswell 

C. ; Buc.kley 

P. Durose 

M. Machin 

Mabel DeVille 

D.‘ Spragg 

E. Spragg 

G. Farmer 

E. Weston 

J. Tuckey 

E. Wilson 

B. Brown 

B. Orme 

D. Summers 

C. Moreton 

N. Gimbert 


D. Woodhall 

G. Goode 

E. Meakin 


J. Orme 

E. Wright 

E. Finnemore 



At the beginning of the Autumn Term it was decided that the school should be 
divided into four houses. These are named after the Greek Gods—Mars, Jupiter, Neptune 
and Apollo. Every girl is working for her own house, for all school work and activities, 
such as term marks, examination marks, good position badges, games, holiday-competitions, 
order marks, returned lessons, etc., count for or against the house. There is keen 
competition between them for the first position at the end of the term. 


OLD GIRLS’ SOCIETY. 

T HE Meeting for the Spring Term was held on February ICth. After tea. Miss Tite, 
of the Women’s Local Government Society, gave an address on “The Civic York 
of Women.” It was proposed that the Old Girls should give a prize for a General 
Knowledge Paper set by them. A Hockey Match was arranged between Old Girls and 
Present Girls. 

The summer meeting of the Society took place on June 29th, the School Birthday, 
which was celebrated by a picnic to Bagots Park. It is hoped that this will become an 
annual event, and Old Girls will always be cordially welcomed. 

On November 9th, the autumn meeting was held. After tea there was a short 
business meeting to elect the Committee for the coming year and to pass accounts. The 
Secretary and the Treasurer were re-elected, and the following Old Girls were chosen as 
members of the committee to hold office until the auturau meeting, 1922 : L. Bagshaw, 
E. Goodall. It was arranged that a Debate should be held between Old Girls and Present 






Uttoxeter Girls’ High School Chronicle 


Ci'-ls in ihe spring term ; R. Prince and M. Wood agreed to speak for the Old Girls 
N. Walker was chosen as captain of the Old Girls’ Hockey Team, and it was decided that 
a match should be played between Old Girls and Present Girls, if possible. After the 
business meeting there was a paper hat-making competition which caused much merriment. 
The competitors worked m pairs and with such good results that it was difficult to 
decide which hat was the most beautiful. The prize winners were : VV. Hardy and 


PRIZE GIVING. 

T HE School held its second annual Prize Distribution on July 12th, in the Town Hall, 
w iich was well attended by parents and friends, to whom we are particularly grateful 
■wj R „l tbe ' r been ,nt< f' e8t “ our school activities. The platform was occupied by 
, ( p h ° ^ ed > tlle B, « h °P of Stafford (who gave away the prizes), Mrs 

Ci aw ford, Miss Powell (Chairman to the Governors), aud several of the School Governors. 
sl -SS We ln Je ? un . by the presentation of bouquets of carnations (the gifts of the 

Sw?ril rfg “- b! M ’ rg,re ‘ *“> •% 

i, , 1 . i ip A t fl8rt Bud r n °f fl y d her sPfcb b J’ readi »g letters of apology from those who were 
unable to attend including one from Sir Graham Balfour (Director of Education for 
Staffordshire). She went on to give a general outline of all school activities, together with 
fir I.S?**/? L “ re ' ,ncludl . n h r the division of the school into Houses, tbankin| the staff 
for their loyal help during the past year. With reference to games, which she emphasized 
nr Sw 1 " eces8lt ? ^ or 8ij1khj1 training. Miss Budgeu explained the difficulties under which 
T rled °“ tbe lack of a suitable field. She concluded by showing 

flrnf» =l 1 ^ P r fc!?nCe “ A* " P 8 T e carcer for whic,) t,ieir school training should 

follows? 8 ! “ 7 Callmg np °" tl,e Bisl,op of S^fford to distribute the prizes as 


Form Prizes— 

III. b. E. DeVille, J. Mellor. 

III. a. P. WebBter, K. Trevor, M Bull. 

IV. b. 1. Prince. 

IV. a. B. Bailey. 

V. b. F. Bull, A. Hudson. 

V. a. M. Prince, C. Watson. 

VI. N. Gimbert (English Subjects). 

G. Goode (Languages). 

F. Greeves (Botany & Mathematics). 


Scripture— 

m. a. M. Bull. 

IV. a & b. 1. Prince. 

V. a.&b. F. Bull. 


Drawing— 

Lower School. B. Brown. 
Junior V Shelley. 

Senior. M. Hidderley 


French— 

K. Forrester. 

Reading— 

Junior. M. Price. 

Senior. G. Marsh. 

Music- 

Junior. E. Archer. 

Senior. D. Stevenson. 

Shakespeare Prize— 

B. Prince. 

General Knowledge— 

H. Tatlow. 

Form Awards— 

Drill Cup - - Forms VI., V.a and b 

Hockey Cup - Form V. b. 

General Bearing Prize Form VI. 
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The Bishop’s address, which followed the distribution of the prizes, was based on 
the motto : 44 Take Pains ” ; for he said that only by taking pains could our girls get the 
best out of their school training. He expressed pleasure at the knowledge that there was 
a company of Girl Guides at the school, for their badges meant that they must come in 
touch with and roughly master some of the useful branches of work. He said that there 
was a Church near the Thames which had a flagstaff on the Tower which rotted away. 
Soon after, a government official visited the Vicar and Churchwardens and asked that 
another flag might be put up, as the last had been a guide for ships coming up the river. 

Miss Powell proposed a vote of thanks to the Bishop, which was seconded by 
Mr. Daniel and heartily applauded by the visitors and the girls. 

Cheers were then given by the girls for the Bishop, the Governors and Miss Budgen. 


After this the visitors adjourned to the school for tea ; when they returned the 
senior girls gave a performance of Teunyson’s “ Princess.” The following were the 
Dramatis Persona? (taken in the order in which they made their appearances) : 


Kino Gama (Ida’s Father) 
The Prince 

Cyril (Prince’s Friend) 

AraC (Ida’s Brother) 

Twin Brothers to Ida 

Princess Ida 

Lady Blanche 

Melissa (Blanche’s Daughter) 


W. Stevenson 

G. Marsh 
D. Reid 
P. Parker 
M. Prince 

H. Stonehouse 
D. Stevenson 

I. Critchlow 
M. Brown 


Students ... A. Carson B. Cope 

K. Forrester G. Goode 

F. Greeves N. Lee 

H. Wainwright J. Wainwright 

M. Wilson 

Attendant ... ... A. Hudson 

FLORIAN (Friend of the Prince) I. Hewitt 
Lady Psyche (Florian’s Sister) N. Gimbert 
King of the Northern Empire 

< Father of the Prince) ... K. Orme 

D. Stevenson. 


PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS. 

Cambridge Senior Local, July, 1921 : G. Goode, distinguished in French. 

Royal Drawing Society Examinations, July, 1921 : 

Division /. (Honours ) : P. Parker, V. Shelley. 

Preparatory Division : Twenty girls, all of whom with one exception gained 

Honours. 

Associated Board of the R.A.M. and R.C.M., November, 1921 : 

Lower Division (tvith Distinction) : P. Martin, P. Parker. 

Primary Division (with Distinction) : N. Lee. 


GAMES. 


F AIR progress lias been made during the past year, considering the fact that owing to 
the lack of a field of our own we might have been forced at any time to discontinue 
games until we were able to obtain another field. However, thanks to the 
generosity of Mi'. Daniel and Mr. Eckersley, we have been able to keep them going. 

In the spring term, 1921, we were still playing on the field at the back of the 
School, and were chiefly engaged in Form Matches—each form being very anxious to win 
the Hockey Cup, which was presented by Mr and Mrs. W. Forshaw. 





Uttoxeter Girls’ High School Chronicle 


7 


The matches and results were as follows : 


VI. and V. a 

V. 

V.B 

7—1 

won by V. b. 

VI. and V. a 

V . 

IV. A 

4—2 

won by VI. and V. a. 

VI. and V. A 

V. 

IV. B 

9—1 

won by VI. and V. A, 

VI. and V.a 

V . 

III. A 

15—1 

won by VI. and V. a. 

V.B 

V. 

IV. A 

6—4 

won by V. b. 

V.B 

V. 

IV. B 

1—1 

drawn 

V.B 

V. 

III. A 

17—0 

won by V. B. 

IV. A 

V. 

IV. B 

2—0 

won by IV. a. 

IV. A 

V . 

III. A 

5—0 

won by IV. a. 

IV. B 

V. 

III. A 

7—0 

won by IV. b. 


The cup was therefore won by V.B, aud M. Brown the V. b captain was awarded 
her Hockey colours, which she had most deservedly won. At the beginning of the Summer 
term the field in which we had been playing during the previous term was required for 
building purposes. Then we went to the Grammer School to play on the strip of field left 
from the boys’ cricket pitch. This was not a very satisfactory arrangement as we had to 
play early in the afternoon aud then return to lessons. Still we were very thankful, for in 
this way our games were just kept alive, or they would otherwise have dropped completely. 
We were not able to improve much as we had no chauce of putting in any extra practices. 

In the Autumn term we resumed Hockey, playing on Mr. Eckersley’s field. As we 
have been divided into Houses we are now playiug iu Houses, each House wearing a 
different coloured girdle. The 1st XI. have been provided with green girdles, the School 
colour. We have started to play House matches and on the result of these the Cup will 
be awarded at the end of the Spring term. The Juniors of each House are also playing 
matches, not for a cup, but their goals will count to the credit of their House. 

As usual in the beginning of the Autumn term the girls were inclined to be slack, 
but the Captains of each House called meetiugs aud managed to stir them up, and to 
arouse their enthusiasm. Next Term we are going to play ou “The Hall ” field, which, 
besides being bumpv, is much under size, but we hope at some future time to remedy this, 
as it is our own field—so good luck to the future ! 

In conclusion, I have, on behalf of the School, to thank Miss Hankinson and Miss 
Ridley, our Games Mistresses, for the way in which they have managed the games so 
successfully under such great difficulties. 

F. Greeves. 


HOCKEY MATCHES. 

Spring Term, 1921.—School v . Old Girls : This match resulted in a loss for the 
School by 3—0, the School shooting being very faulty. The Teams were afterwards 
entertained to tea by the Old Girls. School v 9 Uttoxeter Ladies : This was an exciting 
game, both sides being evenly matched, and resulted in a draw. Miss Budgen kindly 
invited both teams to tea. School v. Staff : Two of the School team were absent, and the 
Staff, supported by the Misses Dainton, Knights Smith and Walker, won an easy victory by 
8—0. The School XI. entertained the Staff to tea. 
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Autumn Term. —The following matches have been played : —School r. Denstone 
Ladies (away) : lost 4—8. School v. St. Dominic’s, Stoke (away) : lost 3—2. School v. 
Overdale, Oakamoor (away) : lost 7—1. School v. St. Dominic’s, Stoke (home) : Drawn 
3—3. In all matches away the School lias felt the disadvantage of always playing at home 
on a very small field. 

At the end of the Autumn term colours have been awarded to the following :— 
H. Goodwin, J. Wainwright, V. Shaw. 

A.C.H. 


GIRL GUIDES. 

S INCE January, 19*21, ten Guides have been enrolled, and in May a new* Patrol was 
formed, the Guides choosing the Marguerite as their emblem. The Company then 
numbered twenty-one, but as some have now left school, and others have resigned for 
various reasons, it is at present reduced to seventeen. We are all hoping that there will be 
many recruits during the coming year so that we may complete the number in the third 
Patrol and, if possible, form another before the summer. 

On March 30th, a Guide Rally was held in the Town Hall. There was an 
inspection by Mrs. Bowers, the County Secretary, after which she spoke to us on 
“ Camping.” This was followed by the presentation of a Thanks Badge to Mrs. Hearson, 
the District Secretary, who was leaving the district. 

June 6th was the date of the Guide Rally in Birmingham, of which a full account 
is given elsewhere by one of the Colour Party. 

On November 30th, another Rally was held in the Uttoxeter Town Hall, when 
Mrs. Horace Wardle, the County Commissioner, inspected the Guides and Brownies, and 
then played games with us all. 

During the year proficiency Badges have been worked for, and Miss Bence was kind 
enough to give a course of six lectures for those taking the Ambulance test. The 
examinations were held on December 3rd, and badges were won for Ambulance, 
Needlewoman, Laundress, Naturalist, Musician, Entertainers and Athletes. 

Early in November, Miss Beck, who was formerly the Captain of Company I., 
became District Commissioner, and we are all very glad indeed to have her back as one 
of us. 

V.C.R , Captain , 


BIRMINGHAM GUIDE RALLY. 

On June 6th, the School company of the Girl Guides went to Birmingham to be 
inspected by Princess Mary. 

We set out by Motor Char-a-banc at 7 a.m., and had a very enjoyable ride, passing 
through Lichfield, Four Oaks and Sutton Coldfield. We arrived in Birmingham quite 
early and waited in the Town Hall until it was time to march into Victoria Square and 
form up with about eight hundred guides, all bent on seeing the Princess. Fortunately 
most of ns were able to have our wish, though some were not so privileged. After the 
Princess had gone, we had lunch in the Town Hall and we waited to see the Princess again. 
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After about twenty minutes we saw ber, and then visited the Museum, where we spent a very 
enjoyable afternoon. Most of our "aides were especially interested in the birds, but we 
were forced to leave them as we had arranged to return at half-past-three. 

About half-past-four we started for Uttoxeter. We were to have spent some time 
in Lichfield to visit the Cathedral, but owing to some delay in Birmingham our Captain 
thought it better to come straight home. We arrived at Uttoxeter at about seven o’clock, 
all agreeing that we had spent a very enjoyable and exciting day. 

Florence M. Bull. 


DEBATES. 


T HE School formed its Debating Society at the beginning of the Autumn Term, 1920. 
The Committee consists of Miss Budgen ; a President, who is to be a girl; a 
Secretary, who must also he a girl ; one representative of the staff, and two 
representatives of the girls. 

The first Debate was held on November 24th, the motion being, “ That the girl 
of to-day is superior in outlook and character to the girl of 100 years ago.” F. Greeves, 
ably supported by D. Reid, opened on the affirmative ; though somewhat nervous, she 
proved to be very conviucing at the latter end of her speech, and the motion was carried at 
the conclusion. The opponents were able to bring forward a strong advocate in IJ. Tatlow, 
who made au excellent speech, and she was supported by M. Critchlow. 

lu the Spring Term a most interesting Debate took place on February 2nd, the 
motion being, That town life produces better citizens than country life. 1. The topic was 
introduced by K. Orme from the affirmative point of view, and she was seconded by G. Goode, 
lhose in favour of the negative were able to produce a very strong supporter in 
D. Stevenson, who appeared to have more confidence than previous speakers? She brought 
out many points of interest which resulted in the success of the negative by a majority of 
thirteen votes. She was seconded by C. Watson. 

On March 23rd, the Present Girls challenged the Old Girls to a Debate on the 
efficacy of the Leagut* of Nations, which was quite successful, although it was a source of 
regret that there were not more Old Girls present. The subject was opened on the 
affirmative by Miss E. Taylor, seconded by Miss D. Dainton, who both spoke well, but did 
not make use of all the strongest arguments. The School was represented by H. Tatlow 
and N. Gimbert, who had both studied their subject very closely and had brought out 
every possible argument for the negative. The motion was carried by a majority of 
sixteen votes. 


A somewhat disappointing Debate look place in the Spring Term on May 11th, the 
subject being, “That the History of a Nation is the History of its Great Men.” 
H. Stonehouse opened on the affirmative. She went into detail rather ' too much to come 
to the point; the seconder was K. Forrester. H. Green, the speaker on the negative, 
showed much promise as a future speaker. She was seconded by J. Wainwright, and the 
negative deservedly carried the motion by a majority of eighteen. 

In order to encourage backward speakers the Committee decided to hold au 
Impromptu Debate in the Summer Term. 
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The subjects were : 

(1) . u That it is better to be late for school than to miss one’s breakfast.” 

(2) . “ That it is better to look a bigger fool than you are, than to be a bigger fool 

than you look.” 

(3) . “That Tolar expeditions are worth the sacrifice aud hardship involved.” 

(4) . 44 That we are all a little mad.” 

(5) . u That athletics are detrimental to the modern girl.” 

(6) . 14 That science has done more towards civilization than arts.’ 

The subject fell to speakers who were least prepared, aud their attempts caused 
roars of laughter, especially one who said 44 that men o//^n die,’’ and another who said 
44 that dressing arrangements for the next morning should be done the night belore. 

October 12th was the day chosen for the next Debate. The subject was : 44 That 
Athletics should be a compulsory part of school training." The openers, both on the 
affirmative and negative, F. Bull and II. Wainwright, with their seconders, P 1 arker and 
1 Critchlow, had thought out the subject carefully, and theie was a most gratifying number 
of speakers in the open debate. The motion was carried by a majority of twenty-one. 

The Committee decided that there should be a House Debate, and the lot fell to 
Neptune v. Mars, which proved to be the most successful debate yet held. Neptune took 
the affirmative, and the opener was H. Green, who did not reach her usual standard ; but 
she was very ably seconded by I). Stevenson who, at the last moment, volunteered to till up 
the gap caused bv 1). Reid’s absence. Mars were able to bring forward a very quick-witted 
opponent in F. Greeves, seconded by H. Wainwright. Both principals had evidently 
practised the art of repartee very assiduously during the previous week. I he negative 
deservedly carried the motion by a majority of twelve votes. 

The formation of a Debating Society has proved to be a very happy venture on the 
part of the School ; although it was quite an innovation, everybody has risen to the 
occasion aud the speakers are now beginning to gain confidence, and in a few cases are 
beginning to express their thoughts clearly and forcibly. The greatest fault has l>een that 
at first all speakers would keep their eyes glued to their papers. 

Several members— D. Stevenson, H. Green, F. Greeves, I. Critchlow and F. Bull- 
are overcoming their self-consciousness, and show promise as future speakers, and the next 
year bids fair to sec much progress. 


SCHOOL LECTURES. 


NORWAY. 

O N February lOtb. a most interesting Lecture was given by Mr. E. M. Mellor, in the 
Saloon, on Norway. The lecture was illustrated by excellent slides, most of them 
being the work of Mr. Mellor. Taking steamer from England and sailing across 
the North Sea, the first place of call was Norbumsund. where the night was spent, and two 
photographs taken at midnight were shown. Here the steamer was left and the journey 
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continued by Stolkjuerre, tbe Norwegian carriage, to Eide, and then to Bergen on one of 
the finest railways in Europe, along the top of the cliffs overlooking the fjords. The 
steamer was rejoined and various fjords were visited, attention being drawn to the only 
mountain in South Norway that has escaped glacial action. Tbe great Trondjhem fjord 
was visited with the town of Stenkjour, the home of Harold Hardanger, and the place 
where the first trial by jury took place. Hiljudranger, with the town of Stalluom in the 
Nearo valley was shown, where there are so many waterfalls that the noise of their waters is 
like the sea beating on a storm-swept coast; and from there the steamer went up the 
Hardanger fjord to Odde, where there are numerous fine waterfalls, especially that of 
Skjalggedalsfors, probably the largest fall in Europe. From there, after stopping at Sundal 
in order to see the Buerbrae glacier, the steamer sailed home. Mr. Mellor gave much 
interesting information as to the mode of life of the people, their incessant toil to wreBt a 
living from the bare land, coupled with their unswerving honesty. 


WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 

On November 26th, a most instructive lantern lecture was given by the Vicar on 
Westminster Abbey. He first sketched the history of the Abbey, which was begun by 
Edward the Confessor and continued by Henry II., showing views of the outside taken 
from many points. Many beautiful pictures of the various parts of the interior, with the 
chapels, were shown, together with all the tombs of England’s greatest, in art, law, literature, 
music and statesmanship. The monument to Florence Nightingale was shown as being 
amongst the most striking ones in the Abbey. Of great interest were the slides showing 
the two coronation chairs, the one with the scone stone under the seat, and the tomb of 
Queen Elizabeth ; also the chapel where the standard pieces of metal to test the coinage of 
tbe realm are kept, and the old mosaic pavement brought from Rome in 1258 and supposed 
to tell how long the world will last. Ferhaps the most notable portions of the Abbey were 
the views of the Poets’Corner, and the chapel containing the monuments to Shakespeare, 
Goldsmith, Garrick, and the grave of Dr. Johnson, together with many more of those whom 
England delights to honour. Two slides, the one showing the tomb of the unknown 
Warrior, the other showing the cenotaph, brought the lecture to a close. 


CHATEAUX ON THE LOIRE. 

On November 29th, Miss Bence delivered an enjoyable lecture on tbe Chateaux on 
the Loire, illustrated by charming slides. She took her audience up the Loire, then 
towards Paris, over the battlefield area, to Boulogne, visiting many quaint towns with 
their old chateaux, now used mostly as private houses, unless the State buys them and pays 
for their repair and upkeep. The Chateaux of Laugres was noticed as being the place 
where Mary Queeu of Scots spent her honeymoon ; also the town of Blois which is bnilt on 
a hill, and approached by a street of steps leading up to the town with gardens at intervals. 
Orleans, with its fine Cathedral in which is a statue of Joan of Arc, was visited ; and 
Amiens, with its houses built on colounades and its old weavers’ quarters on the edge of 
the river. Miss Bence described the bad state of the roads in France, compelling the 
cyclists to ride on the footpath, and convulsed those present by her account of the notices 
posted up for the convenience of travellers, and of the futility of carrying a bicycle lamp. 
Several pictures of chateaux as they are to-day amid the desolation of the battlefields, and 
tbe carefully tended cemeteries were shown, ending a lecture of absorbing interest. 
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The school allowed their appreciation of each lecture by vigorous and hearty 
applause. The Saloon was filled to overflowing each time, even the babies begging to go 
“to see the pictures,” which shows that they not only derived educational benefit from 
them, but much pleasure also. 

H. Tatlow. 


FORM ENTERTAINMENTS. 


A T the beginning of the Spring Term, 1921, each Form decided to give au 
entertainment for the amusement of the Staff and the other girls. These Form 
entertainments have been most successful and I think the actors have enjoyed 
the dressing up for the play as much as anything ; in fact, it has almost made up for 
that sinking feeling that we experience on making our first appearance on the stage. 
After being on for about five minutes however, we regain control of our knees and proceed 
to make the best of it. 


Form V.b gave the first entertainment, which took the form of two plays : — (1) 
“ The Panic Scene, from Cranford,” and (2) “ Le chateau St. Pierre.” The characters in 
the “ Panic Scene ” were taken by F. Bull, J. Wainwright, M. Brown, K. Mathers and 
H. Goodwin, who entered well into the spirit of the play, and caused much amusement. 
4k Le Chateau St. Pierre,” au historical play, deals with the Siege of Calais and Queen 
Philippa’s pleading with Edward III. for the burghers of Calais. The characters in this 
play were taken by P. Parker, A. Harris, H. Goodwin, M. Bull, E. Platt, A. Hudson, 
M. Hidderley, J. Bould, G. Marsh, D. Reid, J. Cartwright and P. Shearman. 

The girls decided to have a collection at each entertainment, and to give the 
proceeds to some deserving object. The collection at this entertainment, together with 
most of the dresses made for it, were given to the Acting Cupboard, 

Form IV.n, III. a, and IV.a gave entertainments during the Summer Term. 

Form I V.b gave a variety eutertainment consisting of pianoforte solos, songs, 
recitations, an amusing little sketch, 44 The Lady Doctor,” and an historical sketch, 44 Robin 
Hood.” The girls taking part were : V. Shelley, H. Wood, B. Wibberley, D. Summers, 
H. Forshaw, I). B loo re and others* 

On June 23rd, Form III. a gave their entertainment. Their programme consisted 
of pianoforte solos, songs, recitations, vocal duets, and a play, 44 Elsa and the Trolls,” which 
was specially enjoyed by everyone. The Trolls were little people dressed in brown, who 
seemed to be the most mischevous little folk under the sun. They even had the impudence 
to steal the King’s baby ! All the girls in the Form took some* part, and the collection 
was given to the Fiction Library. 

Form I V.a were fortunate in having beautiful weather, and gave their entertainment 
on the Croquet lawn. There were two plays, entitled (1) 44 A Big Mistake,” and (2) 44 A 
Legend of Normandy,” songB, a recitation, and a dance. As all the girls in the Form took 
part we do not single out individuals. The audience spent a very pleasant afternoon. 
At 4 o’clock Form IV.a were 44 At Home” to Miss Budgen and the Staff on the Tennis 
Lawn. £1 Is. Od. was given to the Y.M.C.A. 


D. Reid 
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THE HOUSE ENTERTAINMENTS. 


A T the beginning of the Autumn Term, 1921, the Uttoxeter High School was 
divided into four Houses—Mars, Jupiter, Neptune, and Apollo. These four 
Houses are taking turns in giving entertainments to the rest of the School. The 
first House entertainment to take place was that of Neptune, on December 12th, then that 
of Mars on December 16th. Jupiter and Apollo will give their entertainments next term. 

Neptune’s entertainment consisted of songs, a vocal duct, “I don’t want to play in 
your yard,” which found great favour ; a pianoforte solo, a duet and a recitation, a play 
entitled 44 A Troubled Conscience,” and some of the Nursery Rhymes illustrated and 
accompanied by singing. 

Neptune felt particularly proud because Miss Snow had composed the music to 
“The Days of the Week ” specially for the occasion. The audience was very enthusiastic 
throughout, and seemed to find much pleasure in seeing “ Little Miss Muffet,” 44 Three 
Blind Mice,” 44 Simple Simon,” etc., etc., once again. 

The Collection, which was for “The Waifs and Strays,” amounted to £1 3s. Od. 

Mars opened the Entertainment with a pianoforte solo, which was followed by a 
fairy play “ The Sleeping Beauty.” It was very pretty and very well doue, and was much 
appreciated—practically all the actors were Juniors. 

'There were two more items before the interval, a recitation and another pianoforte 
solo. Part II. was Mrs. Jariey’s waxworks—the part of Mrs. Jarley being taken by Miss 
South. We saw Cinderella, The Sleeping Beauty, Little Miss Muffet, Mrs. Squeers giving 
brimstone and treacle to the boys, A Jap, Mrs. Brown laden with parcels, and many other 
figures, all of which, on being wound up by John, the assistant, went through special 
actions. 

The girls went through their parts well, and caused endless amusement. We 
laughed till the tears rolled down our cheeks ; it was wonderful how well the actors kept 
their faces, and went through their actions as mechanical figures. 

The Collection, £l Is. 0d„ waB for the 44 Save the Children ” fund. 


M. Critchlow. 


SCHOOL PRAYER UNION. 


LI) Girls who have not heard of the Prayer Union, may like to know of its existence, 



KJ and that they are welcomed to Membership in it. There are at present about 
thirty members who receive papers each month, containing subjects for prayer for 
each day of the week, these being drawn up by the committee in response to suggestions 
received. Then once a Term we have a short devotional meeting ; on May 25th, the Vicar 
took this, and on December 7th, the Rev. R. Hughes gave us an address. 

Old Girls who would like to join, or know more about the Union, are asked to write 
the Secretary, Miss Ridley. 


11. M. B. 
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THE QUEST. 

I N olden days in an Eastern city whose name is no more remembered, there dwelt in a 
magnificent palace a princess of surpassing beauty. She had great possessions and 
was surrounded by beautiful and rare objects, costly garments, and everything that 
the heart could desire. But despite this luxury she was silent and unhappy ; her robes had 
lost their charm, her slaves no longer amused her, she turned away from the singing and 
dances of her maidens to brood silently alone. 

Now there sat in the principal highway of the city from dawn till dark an old, old 
beggar, who was worshipped and venerated by the dwellers in the city as one who was more 
than man—a seer of visions and a foreteller of the future. Ancient and wrinkled, he 
crouched always on the same spot, his robes a bright splash of colour against the white 
walls around him. Yet the eyes in the wrinkled face looking out on the world held the 
fires of eternal youth ; strange, compelling eyes, sometimes placid as a lake under a June 
sun, sometimes fiery as the sunset herald of a storm, and because of this he had been 
credited with supernatural powers. 

The princess in passing through the highways of the city with her maidens often 
threw him a coin as she went by, though never speaking : she felt attracted and repelled at 
the same time. 

A great feast had been prepared, lights blazed, sweet spices perfumed the air, the 
music rose and fell, the most beautiful of her maidens danced before her. The princess’s 
beauty was more wonderful than usual, as robed in great splendour she gazed upon the 
scene with clouded and unseeing eyes. Presently she rose wearily and passed out into the 
night, and as she wandered through the streets of the city, custom led her feet past the old 
man’s stand. As she reached him it seemed to the princess he was waiting for her, for 
raising his eyes, lie looked straight in upon her troubled soul. The princess no longer 
fearing said, “ 0 holy one, I have searched far and wide for happiness, I have surrounded 
myself with beauty, and great feasts and pageants have passed before my eyes, but no 
happiness has come to me. Tell me bow to find it, thou who hast the secret, and I will 
bestow upon thee all the riches I possess.” The old beggar silently regarded for a while 
the troubled maiden before him, then spoke: “Happiness is not to be bought with gold, 
silver, or jewels, 0 fair princess, it can only be found by each one for himself in the way 
the fates have ordained. Therefore, go forth from thy feastings and possessions and 
journey far away into the forests alone. It may be that there the gods will grant thee thy 
wish.” 

So the princess travelled far away over great mountains and through deep forests, 
and dwelt alone. At first she was possessed by melancholy, but presently the flowers that 
bloomed beside her, the wild creatures that fearlessly passed her by, and the loveliness of 
the forests stole in upon her heart; she tended the flowers, and followed the wild creatures 
to their homes and joyfully abandoned herself to the simple life of the forests. 

After many moons had been born, grown and died, she returned to the city of her 
fathers. The holy one still sat in his old place, the fires of youth and happiness still dwelt 
in his eyes. The princess stood before him, a radiant vision with sparkling eyes and face 
aglow ; “ 0 holy one, it has been even as thou saidst, and in the still, quiet forests I have 
found happiness, the happiness and contentment of being in tune with the world around 
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me. The flowers have their message of hope, there is joy in the soft winds and sunshine, 
the wild creatures have their tales of love and thankfulness in their being, the trees whisper 
their songs of happiness. 1 have found jov in the awakening of the dawn, growing into 
noonday, passing into the changiug colours of the sunset. The night in its silence breathed 
to me of peace, and the moon spread her arms ahroad in benediction upon all the world and 
me. Riches cannot reward thee for the contentment thou hast brought me, but the 
thankfulness of a grateful heart will abide with thee as long as life shall last.” 

Hope Tatlow, 


“THAT CUPBOARD.” 


D ORIS and Sylvia were staying at their grandmother’s house for Christmas, when 
standing at the window, watching the rain beat against the old latticed panes, 
Sylvia exclaimed, * k I wonder if there is any ghost connected with this house ?” 

Old Bridget, entering the room at that moment, said, “ 0 my dears, haven’t you 
heard about the secret cupboard ? Well, when the Cavaliers tramped over England iu seach 
of Bonny Prince Charlie, he stayed one night at this house, and in the middle of the feast 
the Cavaliers entered and killed all the guests except the Prince. He managed to escape 
and hide in a room which he found by means of a secret spring in the portrait gallery, and 

hid there for two days, and this cupboard was never found until-. Well, I declare, the 

young ladies are in a hurry not to hear the end of niy story.” 

The truth was, Doris and Sylvia had run down to their cousin Tom, and asked him 
if he knew of the secret cupboard. He replied “ No,” and they agreed to try and find it 
as a surprise for Grandma. 

Next day, they were too excited to do anything, and after breakfast called Tom, 
who was as excited as they were. 

Going up to the picture gallery, they each iu turn tapped the walls, Tom giving 
instructions, because he said he understood all these secrets, having read of them in books. 

At last Tom shouted, “ Here, I say, what have we here ? ” The two girls tumbled 
over each other to be there first, and they saw he had touched a spring and opened the 
tapestry a little. “ Pull it open wider.” “ Oh ! ” It was the secret cupboard. “ Look, 
the Cavalier’s hat ! Oh Tom ! ” 

It seemed almost too wouderful to be true. The little room was bare except for a 
bench on which stood the hat, just like hats iu pictures, trimmed with a hig, sweeping 
ostrich feather. 

“ We must tell Grandma,” Sylvia exclaimed ; “ but, first of all, I must touch it, 
to see I am not dreaming.” 

Then Tom said, “ I wouldn’t.” 

It waBnot until a rainuLe after, that Doris had an idea. She first looked at Tom, 
then went to the hat ; here she found instead of the hat of the seventeeth century, one of 
the twentieth century, it being her best hat, with Grandma’s feather. 
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The two girls so taken in, made such a picture of distress that Tom began to laugh. 
Then he told them how it was discovered years and years ago, as everyone knew, and that 
if they had listened to the end of Bridget’s story, she would have told them so. 

“ You have forgotten one thing,” murmured Doris. “ We asked you if there was 
a secret cupboard in this house, and you said you didn’t know.” 

“ You asked me if I knew there was a secret cupboard,” replied Tom, “ and I said, 
I didn’t know ; for a very good reason, there isn’t a secret cupboard any longer.” 

So Tom got the best of it, as the girls had to own, and they all had a good laugh. 

Hilda Stonehouse. 
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